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Limited housing options
LGBT students in Logan face unique conflicts
when searching for a place to live

jBy Christopher

Campbell
staff writer

In Utah, it is legal for employers and landlords to discriminate
based on sexual orientation or
gender identity. Although there
has been talk about adding those
protections to the already existing
state law that prevents discrimination on the basis of religion, sex,
familial status, source of income,
race, color, disability or national
origin, landlords are allowed to
deny housing based on whether
or not people are members of the
LGBT community.
Preston Hilburn, the field organizer for Equality Utah, said the
bill that would add protections
for LGBT people in housing and
employment was stalled.
“When the decision came down
to bring marriage equality to Utah
the legislature decided that the
emotions were too high regarding
any bills that had anything to do
with LGBT issues,” Hilburn said.
“So they put a moratorium on that
bill and any bill that had to do with
any LGBT subject.”
A 2010 study by Equality
Utah, published by the Williams
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USU parking changes
jBy Manda Perkins
assistant news editor
Utah State University students, faculty and staff might
be reconsidering how they will
travel to and from campus this
year. A resolution passed by the
Parking and Transportation
Advisory Committee last spring
calls for several changes to the
university’s transportation system, all of which are now in
effect.
The Big Blue Terrace is now a
24-hour lot, operating Monday
through Friday. Those parking
in the terrace without a permit
will now be charged from 7:30
a.m. on Monday until 7:30 p.m.
on Friday.
The resolution also calls
for several changes benefiting
students with a blue parking
permit. The blue premium lot,
located just east of Big Blue
Terrace, now closes at 11 p.m
Monday through Thursday.
Students with a blue pass can
still park in the blue premium
lot for their allotted two free
hours, but now can park free
of charge after 5 p.m. Those
parked without a permit after
11 p.m. will receive an IOU to

pay for parking after the closing
time to ensure more spaces are
available for those with a blue
pass. The green lot north of the
C. Anthon Ernstrom Nutrition
and Food Science building is
now also available to blue permit holders.
Two other existing lots have
been reconstructed to accommodate the public after hours.
The red lot, west of the MerrillCrazier Library, and the black
lot, east of the Legacy Fields,
are now free to the public after
5 p.m. Some spaces are marked
as only available to faculty and
staff, so students are advised to
pay attention to the signage in
both lots.
“We’re just trying to allow
students to park where we have
some accessibility and where
we have some lots that may not
be fully utilized,” said James
Nye, director of Parking and
Transportation Services.
Casey Saxton, student advocate on the Executive Council,

jSee PARKING, Page 2
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Institute in January 2011, cites the
majority of Utahns polled support
laws that would grant protections
to people in the state who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender, or LGBT. However,
not everyone agrees statewide protection is necessary, including Paul
Smith, the executive director of the
Utah Apartment Association – a
group that represents landlords in
the state.
Smith said the association has
no official position on the antidiscrimination laws and it has no
reservations against LGBT people.
“On the other hand, any law that
creates more liability for landlords
has to be really carefully scrutinized,” Smith said. “And any law
that creates more potentials for litigation has to be scrutinized.”
According to Smith, the association was supportive of Salt Lake
City passing an ordinance that protects LGBT people partly because
the fines for violating it were not
too punitive. However, he said
there were no complaints after it
was passed for four or five years,
and when one arose, it got settled.
“I’m really leery about passing
legislation to solve problems that
I don’t see are problems,” Smith
said.

Smith said landlords usually do
not discriminate based on a person’s sexual orientation or gender
identity.
“Landlords are business people,”
he said.
Smith said there are only four
things landlords care about when
choosing people to live there:
whether they are on time paying
rent, if they do damage to the property, if they commit crimes and if
they annoy other residents.
Smith also said he has never
seen a case in which an LGBT person complained about a landlord
that was actually discrimination
and not some other factor.
“It doesn’t mean there aren’t
any,” he said. “I’m just saying that
with as much exposure to as many
landlords as I see on a daily basis
in the past 13 years, never seen a
single case.”
Hilburn agrees most people
probably do not discriminate.
However, he pointed out if the bill
is passed it will not create a new law
but update an existing one.
He also said it is hard to measure the degree of discrimination
in places where it is legal.
Alejandro Mora, associate

jSee HOUSING Page 2

New restaurant moves in
jBy Melanie

Fenstermaker
staff writer

A new cafe aims to appeal to
Utah State University students
with its local food, diverse
menu and impressive atmosphere.
Ty Mortenson and Preston
Parker, joint-owners of Morty’s
Cafe, will open the restaurant on the corner of Darwin
Avenue and Aggie Boulevard
on Sep. 15th.
The cafe will offer a range of
menu choices spanning from
burgers and milkshakes to
quinoa salads and iced teas. Its
menu will incorporate many
local foods.
“We want the food to be
local oriented as much as possible,” Parker said. “Produce,
meats, dairy, coffee; if we can
get those locally then let’s get
them in here.”
In addition to local foods
from around the valley the cafe
will provide produce from its
own garden on the roof of the
building.
“We get to grow produce
right here that we’ll use in
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PRESTON PARKER, THE CO-OWNER of Morty’s and Andy Jordan, the manager, do construction of the restaurant in preparation for it’s opening on September 15.

the restaurant,” Parker said.
“Basil, parsley, lettuce; we’ll
grow it right here so you can
smell it, for one, and we’ll literally cut it, take it downstairs,
and use it. It can’t get fresher than that. It’s coming right
from the roof.”
Morty’s will have quick, portable food for its customers,
with packaging catered to the

movement between work and
classes associated with a busy
college schedule. It will also
offer an app that allows customers to order ahead of time.
“You literally just click
the buttons for whatever you
want and it’s already charged
to your account,” Parker said.
“You’ll put in a time that you
want: fifteen minutes, twenty

minutes, and it’ll be ready for
you to pick up. It’s literally
grab and go.”
Mortenson hopes Morty’s
will provide dining experiences for students that on-campus
dining cannot.
“A lot of the eateries on cam

jSee MORTY’S, Page 2
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Headlines of the summer
Shooting at
Cache Valley
Hospital
Three people in two separate locations died in the
early hours of July 14 in a murder-suicide.
According to a statement
made by the Logan City Police,
Jared Tolman, a 23-year-old
Logan resident, shot and
killed 19-year-old Mackenzie
Madden and 25-year-old
Johnathon Sadler in an apartment a few blocks away from

Utah State University.
Tolman then traveled to
another apartment building
looking for a third victim
who was staying elsewhere for
the night. Police said Tolman
then shot himself in the living
room.
The police department’s
press release stated the first
calls made to dispatch were at
12:16 a.m. The second report

Student in
plane crash
The family of Eric Anderson
has filed a wrongful-death lawsuit
against Utah State University. The
suit, filed April 30, is for $2 million.
Anderson died on the first day of
the fall 2013 semester when he hit a

Housing

From Page 1
director of Equality Utah, said a
statewide law would be beneficial
because the individual city ordinances do not guarantee any private right to action. This means
the consequence of discrimination
is the possibility an employer or

On May 16, a North Logan man
brought two loaded handguns into
Cache Valley Hospital demanding
prescription pain medication.
Jason Burr, 34, entered the hospital at 8:05 a.m. demanding to see
his doctor. When hospital staff did
not meet his request Burr reportedly said, “someone is going to die
today.”
Jason Burr, 34, was shot three
times by a corrections officer who
was at the hospital with an inmate
who was receiving medical care.
of gunshots occurred at 12:50
a.m.
Police said Sadler and
Madden were found dead in
an apartment at 636 E. 500 N.,
both victims were shot multiple times.
The Herald Journal reported that, based on text messages sent from Madden’s cell
phone, the woman knew the
shooter; it is unclear if Tolman

landlord gets fined. There is no
compensation for the person who
was wronged.
“If you’re in a workplace environment or if you’re in a housing
environment, you lose your home,
you lose your job, you lose your
ability to provide for yourself and
your family,” Mora said. “There’s
no way to be able to come back
from that once discrimination has
happened even with the ordinances.”

and Sadler were acquainted.
A candlelight vigil was
held the following evening to
honor the lives of Madden and
Saddler. A benefit concert was
held the following Thursday,
and an account is in place at
www.gofundme.com/bjhju4
to assist the families with
funeral costs.
Madden was a sociology
major at USU, originally from

On July 20, two teen Utah
brothers died in a plane crash
on the border of Utah and
Arizona. The older brother,
Daulton Whatcott, 19, was a
student at Utah State University.
Whatcott, a licensed pilot,
was enroute to Nevada for a bas-

slackline while riding his bike down
Old Main Hill. As reported by the
Associated Press, the lawsuit states
that the slack line was left unattended
by the three students who set it up.
The family contends that the univer-

A security guard saw Burr pull
the semi-automatic handgun
from the rear of his waistband.
According to the police report
a security officer then drew his
handgun, positioning himself in
an adjacent hallway and locking
the door leading to the waiting
room.
“The security officer engaged
Burr and asked him what he wanted. Burr told the officer that he
wanted to see his doctor face to
face, ‘now.’ The security officer

According to Mora, another reason a statewide bill would be beneficial is it would keep protections
consistent especially among people
who commute. People may live in
one city where they are protected
but work somewhere where they
are not. The same can be true the
other way around.
Mora also said discrimination
against LGBT people in housing
and workplace environments usually goes unreported.

Idaho Falls. Sadler, originally from Cache Valley, was a
co-manager at Todd Sadler
Construction in Hyde Park.
Tolman graduated from
USU last year with a degree
in political science and served
in the Utah National Guard
as a laundry and equipment
technician. He lists Spokane,
Wash. as his hometown on
Facebook.

ketball tournament his younger brother Jaxon Whatcott
was playing in. The two were
the only people on board the
single engine plane when it
crashed south of Interstate 15
on the ledge of the Virgin River
Gorge.

sity is responsible for the slackline
posing as a safety hazard on campus.
The slackline was held between
two trees and was chest high, about
52 inches off of the ground when
Anderson hit it.

“There are no reporting mechanisms for you to even file a complaint because it’s legal in our state
so it’s really difficult to quantify
that,” he said.
This is consistent with Equality
Utah’s 2010 study in which 69.4
percent of lesbian, gay or bisexual
people and 68 percent of transgender people who had undergone
workplace discrimination said
they never reported it to anyone.
Mora said people are often

Parking
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From Page 1

pus have a lot of red tape.
You can only do so much
in a University setting.”
Mortenson said that the cafe
is not restricted to the same
rules as on-campus dining,
so it can have extended hours.
“I would like to be open until
midnight on weekdays and
maybe two on weekends.”
The Morty’s Cafe dining
experience will also include
modern architecture, a stunning view of the valley and
live music. Parker said he
hopes this type of atmosphere
will make the cafe the start of
a “cultural hub” for campus.
“Other campuses, especially in the midwest, have
a cultural center right next
to campus where you go and
you’ve got cool places you
can eat, hang out, study and
mingle with people from all
around the world,” Parker
said. “We’re hoping that we at
least are a beginning of that
cultural hub that Utah State
doesn’t have right off campus [for students] to kind of
escape campus and hang out.”
Mortenson said that
Morty’s will try to cater to
the needs of its customers.
He also said the owners will
listen to suggestions that seek
to improve the cafe.
“We are open to feedback,”
Mortenson said. “If you have
an idea that would be really
cool for us to implement, let
us know somehow.”
Mortenson said they have
worked hard to create something of value for the area and
for students.
“We’ve put a lot of time
and sweat and blood and
tears into creating something
that students are really going
to enjoy that we believe will

said parking on campus is a major
concern for students at the university.
“I’m not particularly fond of
the new 24-hour Big Blue Terrace
policy, but I think that parking
administration has compensated
somewhat with new student parking spaces in the red lot near the
library, which will be available
in the evenings,” said Saxton in
an email to the Statesman. “The
change affects many students who
spend their evenings in the student center for a variety of things,
including me, and it will take some
getting used to.”
As an incentive for morning
fitness enthusiasts, Parking and
Transportation Services now validates parking for those visiting
the George Nelson Fieldhouse and
the Health and Physical Education
Recreation building from 6 to 8
a.m.
“I think there’s a lot of really
good changes that do make it
convenient and more accessible,”
Nye said. “We have the students in
mind. Even though the terrace is
going 24 hours, we tried to look at
other options to help students find
transportation on campus.”
The Aggie Shuttle’s evening service has been extended until 9 p.m.
Nye said this is to provide students
with an additional transportation
option when attending evening
events on campus now that Big
Blue Terrace operates for 24-hours.
James Morales, vice president
of Student Services, said the construction of new buildings on campus has contributed to the loss of
parking and this resolution was a
way to create more space for campus commuters.
“The university and all of its
members, collectively, we look at
the various problems and issues
and points of friction as a community,” Morales said. “We get

MORTY’S CAFE IS ON on the corner of Darwin Avenue

and Aggie Boulevard.

really add value to the area,”
Mortenson said.
Although Morty’s Cafe
is opening officially on
September 15th it will have
a grand opening party for
students in late September or

early October.
For more information about
Morty’s Cafe visit mortyscafe.
com.
– melmo12@gmail.com
Twitter: @mcfenstermaker

fired three shots at Burr.
Burr was transported to the
University Hospital in Salt Lake
City where he was treated for gunshot wounds in his left arm, right
groin and left side above his chest.
Burr has been charged with
attempted aggravated robbery,
three counts of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon and two
counts each of possession of a firearm by a restricted person and carrying a concealed loaded firearm.

Murdersuicide

Hikers in the area initially
spotted a low flying plane then
saw smoke coming from the
area. The crash ignited a 25 acre
fire in the area. The plane was
flying below what is regulated.
The Whatcott brothers were
two of four students from

Syracuse High School who
died this summer. Students
of Syracuse High and the surrounding community responded via social media with
#SyracuseStrong as a way to
uplift grieving students.

Slackline lawsuit

Morty’s

Nick Carpenter photo

told Burr to put the gun down.
Burr adamantly refused and, in
fact, retrieved another small handgun (a double barrel .38 caliber
Derringer) from his pocket. At
this point, Burr was holding the
9mm in his right hand and the .38
Derringer in his left hand,”
Agent Clint Lund entered the
lobby from a separate location to
approach Burr from behind. Lund
ordered Burr to drop the gun but
instead Burr raised his gun in the
direction of the officer. Lund then

afraid of reporting discrimination
because they do not want it to
repeat.
“They are now in a position
where they have to find a new job,”
Mora said. “So I think in a very
real way, it drives people back into
the closet, and it just creates a very
precarious situation for a lot of
Utahns.”
According to Brooke Lambert,
LGBTQA program coordinator in
the Access and Diversity Center

together and try to find solutions
with the best possible outcomes
for everybody involved. These
often result in some give and
take; that’s what being part of a
healthy community is all about...
This is certainly one of those cases.
Parking is a recurring issue on
this campus because it’s growing
and the parking lots in the core of
the campus tend to be prime real
estate for new buildings… In this
case, we got together with Parking
and Transportation, student government leaders, myself and other
university officials and we said,
‘Okay, here’s some issues we need
to deal with.’”
Another change, not part of the
resolution, may affect drivers with
vehicles registered outside of Utah
or California. The university’s
compliance with the state mandate to require emission inspections. Before receiving a campus
parking permit, students, faculty
and staff who drive vehicles six
years or older that are registered in
counties or states where emissions
testing is not mandated must now
provide proof of an emissions test.
For Utahns, this means owners of vehicles registered in Cache,
Davis, Salt Lake, Utah and Weber
counties do not need proof of a
test. Residents from the other 24

at USU, even if people never come
forward when they are legally
protected, it is still good to have
anti-discrimination laws so there
can be legal action if problems do
occur.
“You shouldn’t wait for there to
be a problem to fix the problem,”
Lambert said.

jSee the rest online at
usustatesman.com
– topherwriter@gmail.com
Twitter: @ChrisCampbell02

Utah counties and states where
testing is not mandated must have
their vehicles tested at the Cache
County standard before obtaining
a permit. Parking meters, pay-bythe-hour parking structures and
stalls paid for by departments are
not subject to the new requirement.
Morales said with all change
there is opportunity for confusion.
The office has worked to inform
students visiting campus for the
various summer programs of this
change.
“Once they understand the
reason for it, that we’re trying to
improve the quality of the air they
breathe, people are reasonable,”
Morales said.
Those wishing to purchase a
parking permit online will now
be prompted to provide an emission certificate number. To purchase in person at the Parking and
Transportation office, an emission
certificate must be present before
receiving a permit. Drivers can
pay $15 at the office and receive a
coupon to have the test done at the
USU Motor Pool, or can opt to go
off campus.

– manda.perkins@hotmail.com
Twitter: @perkins_manda

Kylee Larsen photo
BIG BLUE PARKING TERRACE will be a paid lot 24 hours
a day starting this school year.
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Tenants find new homes #BeforeAggieFactoryIsDone
Construction of new student housing complex that was delayed this summer will resume in September
4By Noelle Johansen
features editor

A sign in front of the vacant
construction site reads “Coming Fall 2014” but the cement
floors and plywood walls of
the Aggie Factory apartment
complex on 900 N. and 600 E.
are far from housing any students this semester.
Construction
of
the
$22-million-dollar
living
center stalled after the loan
guarantor passed away last
November, said property owner Patrick Nelson of Nelson
Brothers Professional Real Estate.
“We tried to hang on as long
as possible,” Nelson said. They
tried to set up a new bank loan
in order to meet the projected
building deadline but were unable to prevent delays, he said.
The aforementioned delays
caught the attention of students and community members and sparked a Twitter
trend of jokes featuring the
hashtag #BeforeAggieFactoryIsDone on July 30.
It began with USU graduate
Charley Riddle who tweeted
on July 30, “Whenever I feel
like I’m behind schedule, I
just think of Aggie Factory
and then realize things aren’t
so bad.” The Bangarang, an
independent voice on USU
athletics, sent out the first
#BeforeAggieFactoryIsDone
hashtag, followed by hundreds.
“It apparently took off like
wildfire,” Riddle said. “It was
simple, spontaneous, kind of
organic how it came about.”
Riddle, who said he had only
heard rumors as to why Aggie
Factory construction was delayed, said the tweets were all
in good fun.
“When it’s built, no one will
care,” Riddle said. “It’s just a
funny inside joke that we’ll be
able to chuckle about.”
Nelson said he enjoyed the
joke as well.
“We loved it, we’re super
excited about it,” Nelson said.
“We felt like it wasn’t complaining about the factory, it
was more like a kid going to
Disneyland, and he keeps asking his dad and his dad says,
‘Next month. Next month.’ We
took it as that compliment.”
Nelson said he joined in
the fun, reading through the
tweets and even posting a

Riley Densley photo
AGGIE FACTORY SITS VACANT on the corner of 900 N. and 600 E. Students planning to move in this fall had to find different living arrangements for the year.

few of his own, such as “#BeforeAggieFactoryIsDone, BYU
Idaho will finally have a sports
program,” he said.
Nelson, who received his
MBA from USU in 2000, said
about 250 students signed
leases to Aggie Factory before
they were certain the opening
would be delayed.
“We didn’t know for sure until about April,” he said. “We
finally said if we don’t start
today we’re not going to get
finished,” and so the relocation began. “Because we knew,
there was still some uncertainty, we saved about 80 to 90
spots in Aggie Flats. About 50
of the kids came over to Aggie
Flats.”
Some students moved into
the Aggie Flats apartment
complex recently purchased
and remodeled by Nelson
Brothers Professional Real Es-

tate while most found other alley and townhouses inside
the structure.
living arrangements.
“They advertised it a lot and
“Most people were really
understanding,” Nelson said. it looked super fun,” Hawes
“For the most part it went re- said. “Me and a couple of my
ally smoothly. As far as I know, roommates from last year were
just looking at
every single
housing one
student has
Patrick Nelson
day and it just
relocated
property owner
actually
was
or found
not that pricy.
a place to
We thought,
live,
so
‘Oh this sounds
nobody is
really fun for
calling us
what it costs,’
and telling
and we just deus I have
nowhere to
cided to do it.”
live right
Hawes said
now.”
she received a
Brooke
phone call the
Hawes, a sophomore in so- first week of June informing
cial work from Clinton, Utah, her Aggie Factory would not
signed a lease at Aggie Factory be completed by fall 2014 as
with some friends at the peak previously planned.
“I was pretty upset mostly
of advertisements describing
a movie theater room, bowling because I had everything fig-

“

Our goal now
is to be done
by May 1 for
summer.

”

ured out and just was so ready
for it to all go smoothly,”
Hawes said. She said the offer
to move into Aggie Flats didn’t
work for her friends.
“They didn’t really explain
why they weren’t going to be
finished,” Hawes said. “They
just said they weren’t going to
be finished and that they have
a sister apartment complex
but it’s like ten times smaller
so I mean if you wanted to live
there you had to sign up right
away.”
Because she worked at Bear
Lake for the summer, Hawes
said she had to rely on friends
in Logan to find housing elsewhere.
“It was really hard for us to
find a place to live,” she said.
“The housing was already full.
We ended up getting into a
house so that’s what we’re doing for the fall.”

For now, Hawes is unsure
whether she’ll sign another
lease for Aggie Factory.
“I still think it looks like a
fun place to live but it’s just
been such drama with them
that I don’t know if I would.
I don’t know if I trust them,
I guess, so undecided still but
we’ll see.”
Nelson said the biggest benefit to living in Aggie Flats is
the efficiency it gives students
through the myriad amenities
promised such as high-speed
internet and proximity to
campus. He said a new loan is
set to close in September and
construction will resume.
“Our goal now is to be done
by May 1 for summer,” Nelson
said.

-noelle.johansen@aggiemail.
usu.edu
Twitter: @broelle

Film adaptation of utopian novel didn’t give enough
Based on the 1993 sci- ability to see color.
ence-fiction novel by Lois Low- This is where “The Giver” differs
ry, “The Giver” is an intriguing, from the standard young adult
if not particularly ground-break- sci-fi dystopian society film foring, examination of the applica- mula which Hollywood has betion of a utopian society and the come obsessed with recently.
restrictions and
The addition of
consequences
an intriguing viof doing so, and
Dane Braddy sual flair is welwhat that means
come, and when
for humans as incolor is slowly
dividuals.
restored, it is just
Film
To
anyone
as jarring for the
Critic
familiar with the
audience as for
writings of Sir
the
characters
Thomas More,
on
screen.
OthGrade:
the structure of
er concepts are
C
the “communialien to this socity” that serves as
ety as well, such
the film’s primaas love, death
ry setting is cerand violence or
tain to ring a bell.
passion of any
In this commukind.
nity,
everyone
Casting-wise,
wears the same clothes, owns Jeff Bridges and Meryl Streep
the same houses and receives deliver as per usual. The youngthe same treatment, all to elim- er cast, while not particularly iminate possible want, jealously pressive, manage to carry their
and, consequently, greed from roles save for a few moments
the equation. As an extra mea- that lack the impact one senses
sure, citizens receive a series of they should have.
injections each morning, one of There is one moment in particuwhich unknowingly removes the lar in which the film itself seems

to falter where a rather disturbing twist is revealed and is quickly brushed
off
and
put aside,
instead
of
being
given the
full weight
that,
under normal
circumstances, it
could (and
probably
should)
carry. It is
here the
film’s main
we a k n e s s
lies;
the
runtime.
M a n y
i d e a s
w h i c h
practically beg for
more
attention are
plowed
through
quickly in order to fit within a
90-minute time frame, when

they could have easily added
another half hour for a more indepth examination
of
the
themes
and ideas
of the story which
novel possesses.
This
is
one trouble in the
t ra n s i t i o n
between
novel and
film which
could have
been easily treated,
instead of
highlighted as the
film rushes
towards
a conclusion which
isn’t particularly
satisfying
and a little confusing. And, even
to someone who isn’t as famil-

iar with the book, one can see
the efforts to “water down” or
even “mainstream-ize” certain
elements from the novel for a
modern audience, as opposed
to embracing what made the
original so unique, thought-provoking and noteworthy.
While smarter and more complex than most other teen-aimed
films in recent memory, “The
Giver” stumbles on a few critical points, providing intelligent
reflections on the idea of utopia
versus the value of the human
experience but falling short in
presentation.
-Dane Braddy is a hip, reasonably attractive youth with an
insatiable thirst for the latest in
movies and television. Majoring in theatre arts (and minoring in wearing tight pants),
Dane is also the co-host of the
brand-spanking new show on
Aggie Radio, Season3. Dane
enjoys irony in all its forms and
also suffers from a sarcasm deficiency. Contact him at
danethemichael@gmail.com
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Humans
o f U S U:
Brandon Rigby
Boise, ID
sophomore, mechanical engineering
Summer romance: “I got back from [a] mission like five months
ago and this girl was like crazy into me but I still had my mission goggles on and she turned out to be crazy so it only lasted
like a month.”

What did you
do last
summer?

Laura Chatterton
Smithfield, UT
freshman, accounting
Favorite summer activity: “I hung out with my sister for the
summer. We did our summer bucket list. We hiked the
Witch Canyon, we played tetherball, we got snow cones, we
just did random things. We did yoga once; that was fun.”
Last text message: “Sitting on a bench getting interviewed.”

Last song to play on his iPod: “Check the Thyme” by A Tribe
Called Quest.
“It’s ‘90s rap that you just have to play basketball to.”

Shane Jonson
Manti, UT
graduate student, family and human development

Rachael Rasmussen
Millcreek, UT
freshman,undeclared
Summer trip: India
“It was a humanitarian trip with Youth Making a Difference.
I taught children English and it’s also a nine month leadership training program so I fundraised for the supplies the kids
needed. One of the schools the kids didn’t have desks, they
just sat on mats. So, we got them desks.”
Favorite turtle: “Squirt from “Finding Nemo.” So, sea turtle,
but that specific sea turtle.”

Summer (and past year) job: Teaching English in China.
“May and June I was finishing with teaching. I was teaching
around 800 Chinese kids. Then at the end, my family came
to visit and we traveled around, went to Beijing, the Great
Wall. Then I got home and I’ve just been visiting family,
went to Glacier National Park. It’s been a random summer.
After [a year], you start feeling like that’s reality, like that’s
just how life is.”
Favorite bathroom on campus: The Alumni House
“I worked there a really long time so I basically lived there
and it’s a hidden bathroom so you can sing in there, or have
a toilet paper fight. And there’s actually a secret entrance to
the chamber of secrets in there. I probably shouldn’t be telling you this but….”

Mitchell Rasmussen
Farmington, UT
senior, environmental engineering
Summer project: “I spent the summer in Alaska doing research
for the university on the north slope. We were researching
the effects or influence of climate change on the temperature
of arctic rivers and streams. Staying at a field station makes
you learn a lot about yourself and making friends and obviously working outside and it was great getting paid to go on
hikes in the tundra.”
Class you’re most afraid of: “I’m not really afraid of any class.
Probably Design II because it’s a lot of writing and I don’t
like writing. We have to write a 40 or 50 page design report.
I’m afraid of it in the sense that I don’t want to do it.”
- interviews by Kasey Van Dyke, staff writer
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May 10: Sophomore pitcher Noelle Johnson
sets USU single-season strikeout record, ending the year with 218 strikeouts.
May 7: Chuckie Keeton is put on
the Heisman Trophy watch list for
his senior season. Coming off of a
knee injury, Keeton will be pushing the limits and could graduate
USU’s first Heisman winner.

May 14: Utah State Athletics holds grand
opening for Wayne Estes Center. On the same
day, Utah State Vice President and Director of
Athletics Scott Barnes was one of 28 administrators across the country who received the
2013-14 Under Armour Athletics Director of the
Year Award.

May 29: Utah State University Club Baseball wins national championship, beating
Cal Berkeley in the National Club Baseball Association Division 1 World Series
in Tampa, Fla. The baseball team has now
won two of the last three championships.

June 7: Super Bowl champ and former
Aggie running back Robert Turbin returns to Cache Valley to hold summer
football camp.

Former Aggie guard Jennifer
Schlott signs one-year contract
with Finland’s

June 13: Utah State’s Chari Hawkins earned second-team All-America honors in the heptathlon after
placing ninth in the NCAA Outdoor Track & Field
Finals.

4Graphic by Mikayla Kapp
photo editor

That’s the ticket:
4By Kalen Taylor
assistant sports editor

Utah State University has instituted a
new ticketing policy for home football
games this season, moving to hard tickets
starting with the first home game on Sept.
6 against Idaho State.
To obtain tickets for games in the past,
students swiped their student ID cards at
gate entrances to get into games. This year,
students will take their ID cards to the TSC
card office or the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum ticket office the week of the game.
On the Monday before each home game,
the card office will be open from 7:00 a.m.
until noon, at which point the card office
will close and the ticket office in the Spectrum will open for ticket distribution. Following the initial rush on Monday, tickets
can be found at both the card office and
ticket office during regular business hours
the rest of the week.
After their cards are swiped, students
will be issued tickets with an assigned section and row, however they will be able
to pick their seats within the assigned
row. Each student is allowed to swipe up
to four other cards in addition to their
own in order to pick up tickets for their
friends. However, having a hard copy of a
ticket does not guarantee entrance to the
game—ID cards are still required, and will

be swiped at the gate before entering the
stadium.
Students new to the hard-ticket system
have had varied reactions to the change.
“I think the new ticket system will save
us time waiting on game day,” said senior
Jay LaBosky. “Instead of being in line, we
can tailgate and hang out with friends.”
Junior Megan Anderson voiced her concerns over the new system’s need for students to plan well in advance for attending
games.
“I personally don’t understand why they
need to change it,” Anderson said. “Half
the time I don’t decide to go until right
before the game, so the new system would
keep me from going.”
The new hard ticket system will not cost
students anything. According to the USU
Athletic Department, it will give students
the opportunity to fully experience Aggie
football game day, as well as improve the
overall fan experience.
“It would be a good system if the hard
copy guaranteed a spot,” said junior
Jeanann Blake. “But the fact that it doesn’t
makes us worry about something we don’t
need to worry about. Football is meant to
be fun for the students—they’re adding
unneeded stress.”
With the change, USU has now shifted
to a type of ticket approach used by most
major universities in the nation.

Changes to student ticketing policies for home football
games will take effect next week

File photo

“I’m not really sure how it will work out
yet, but it will probably be good,” said
Austin Stevens, a transfer student from
Brigham Young University. “I like it way
better than what they did at BYU.”
The gates to Romney Stadium will
open 90 minutes prior to each game and

be staffed by ushers to help students find
their assigned section and row until 10
minutes prior to kick off.
If a game isn’t sold out, students can still
wait in line and swipe their student ID card
to get in at the gate. However, if the game
is sold out there will be a standby line at

the southeast gate. Students in the standby line will be admitted 15 minutes after
kickoff to fill in any empty seats.

— kalen.s.taylor@gmai.com
Twitter: @kalen_taylor
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Most underrated sporting events at USU
Emily Duke
Column
as I
see
‘Em

When I was 14 years
old I lived in Utah County in the heart of Cougar
country. My dad went to
BYU and all of my family
are Cougar fans, so when
my cousins invited me to
come stay with them in
Logan for a week, I didn’t
assume that it would impact my life so much.
During my stay my two
cousins put me in an Aggie game day shirt and
walked me up to the Dee
Glen Smith Spectrum. The
doors opened and there
was mass chaos as students ran to their seats,
quickly packing the stadium.
The Scotsman began to
play and as one unified
group the entire stadium

sang and performed the
actions. I had never seen
anything like that in Provo. I knew right then that
this was where I wanted
to go to school.
Utah State is known
around the state for having rowdy fans at their
sporting events, but if
you are only going to the
big ones you are missing out. There are some
amazing athletes at our
university who do not
get the recognition they
deserve. Here are three
that I’m particularly fond
of.
Hockey games are some
of the most exciting sporting events we have at
USU. Hockey is a club
sport and they play their
matches at the Eccles Ice
Center at 2825 N. 200 E.
in North Logan. Last year
the Aggies held an overall
record of 24-7-3 with 16
wins at home and eight on
the road.
The hockey team hosts a
military night each season
which will take place this
year on Saturday November 8.
The most popular event
that the hockey team
hosts is the Teddy Bear
Toss. Upon entering the
game spectators will be

able to purchase a stuffed
animal that they will toss
out onto the ice after the
first score by the Aggies.
The stuffed animals are
all then donated to local
hospitals. Aggie hockey
games cost $7 for adults
and $5 for children.
Utah State women’s
basketball had a record
breaking season this year.
Jennifer Schlott, who graduated last year, was the
highest scoring womens
player in the Mountain
West Conference and was
tied for the 4th highest
scorer in the nation with
Alexandra Williams of St.
Francis University. Schlott
led the Aggies in scoring
for 25 of their games this
season.
Despite the fact that
Schlott was breaking records almost every night
and the the team was
winning games in close
entertaining fashion, most
of the home games averaged less than 600 people
in attendance. At Schlotts’
final home game as an Aggie only 901 people were
in attendance to see her
34 points in the blowout
96-67 victory over San
Jose State.
The Dee Glen Smith
Spectrum, where the USU

women’s basketball team
plays, holds 10,270 people, 4,000 seats of which
are reserved for students.
Average attendance for
the
men’s
basketball
games is 9,000 people. If
you are attending men’s
basketball games, there’s
no reason not to be at
women’s games as well.
One of the best sports
teams that we have at Utah
State is our baseball team.
Since they are a club team
the athletes on the team
pay for all of their fees. In
the past three years the
Aggies have won the National Club Baseball Association world series twice.
The team is ranked No. 1
this year in the NCBA poll.
The baseball team plays
their games at 100 N.
200 W. in Providence.
Their season starts with
a matchup against Idaho
State on Saturday, Sept. 6
at 11 a.m.
I will always love going
to football and basketball games at Utah State,
but I have never regretted branching out to other sporting events. Utah
State is full of talented athletes who all deserve our
support.
Next time you are planning to spend an entire

File photo

night binge-watching an
entire season of Psych on
Netflix, look into heading
to one of the many sporting events happening

on campus instead. You
won’t regret it.
—emilymarieduke@
gmail.com
Twitter: @missemilymduke

Jones hopes students will go to more sporting events

An exciting new year for
Utah State sports is finally
Logan
here, and there are several things I hope to see
from our athletic programs
and fans in the coming
months—some
perhaps
more likely than others.
I hope Utah State football travels to SEC territory and torches Tennessee
on Sunday. I hope Joe Hill
and Chuckie Keeton put
on an offensive display for
all 100,000 fans watching
at Neyland Stadium and
the Aggie defense makes a
case for being a nationally feared unit.
I hope students will learn to appreciate
the new ticketing system, and the Utah
State tailgate party in the parking lot becomes a school-wide tradition now that
fans don’t have to spend the four hours
before kickoff locking down a good seat
for the game.
I hope Chuckie Keeton takes the field

Jones
Trail
Blazing

in front of a packed home
crowd the next week versus Idaho State while
Aerosmith’s “Back in the
Saddle” blasts throughout
Romney Stadium.

I hope coach Grayson
Dubose leads USU volleyball to a Mountain West
Championship—a distinct
possibility this season—and
that the Hurd packs the
brand new Wayne Estes
Center to capacity each
and every match, especially against Colorado State.
Speaking of unfinished business with
the Rams, I hope Aggie women’s basketball avenges last year’s unfortunate tournament loss to CSU and builds on a successful first season in the Mountain West.
I hope Makenlee Williams and Stephanie
Bairstow prove to be solid building blocks
of a program looking to further establish
themselves in a competitive conference.

I hope men’s basketball is a whole lot of
fun to watch, with almost an entirely new
set of faces to come to
know and love. I hope
the Spectrum continues to be a tough
place to play, and that
no matter what the
season looks like this
year, the fans bring the
noise like they’ve been
known to do in years
past.
I hope the multitude
of club sports here at
Utah State continue
performing at a high
level, be it lacrosse,
rugby, or the perennially great baseball
team.
Most of all, I hope
new students and veterans to Utah State
alike come together to
enjoy what is sure to
be a fascinating year in
sports. Many of USU’s
athletic programs are
going through exciting
transitions and improving to meet a higher
level of competition,
and I hope every Aggie
fan enjoys it as much
as I do.
–Logan Jones is the
sports editor at the
Utah Statesman and
is a sophomore majoring in Journalism
and Communications. He is a die-hard
Portland Trailblazers fan and eats more
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spaghetti than can possibly be healthy.
Follow Logan on Twitter @logantj. Please
send comments to logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu.
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Student advocate plans to ask questions,
keep administrators and faculty accountable
Asking a lot of questions and
When you ask questions about
working to get just as many
those, often the response is a
Casey Saxton
answers is my goal this year as
little cold and prickly and anyour student advocate. I asked
swers are hesitantly given. My
to write this weekly column not
suspicion about that type of reAsking
only as a way of documenting
sponse is that faculty, staff and
questions, administration are simply remy experience but to keep me
getting
accountable to you. My pledge
luctant to change or try someto my fellow Aggies as I ran
thing new. I might be wrong
answers
for office last spring was that
on that, but for now, that’s my
I would be a vocal advocate
suspicion.
who isn’t afraid to challenge
I am impressed with the large
the status quo when necessary.
majority of USU staff and how
I’m looking forward to doing
student-focused most of them
that and I’m looking forward to
are. I feel very confident that I
keeping you filled in on how it
will be successful as I seek angoes.
swers to questions this year and
What surprises me about college is that we, perhaps even propose a few changes to things. If
as students, are always encouraged to ask ques- I get pushback or don’t get answers to questions
tions, try new things and not accept everything I will be open and honest with you about it.
that we’re told at face value. We’re told to eduThere are things I don’t understand, and the
cate ourselves and develop our own opinions. first step to understanding is to ask questions and
That applies most of the time, except when the get educated on the subject. Most of the time I
question might be about a policy, practice or pro- accept the answers I have been given because I
cedure that’s been around at the school for years. understand the reasoning behind a certain policy

or situation. This is what I hope that faculty, staff
and administration will understand as I ask questions to them this school year. If it looks like something can be done better in a different way I will
advocate for what’s
in the students’ best
interest.
Why does our
math education perquisite “expire” after
a year? Why don’t
we have more food
variety on campus
from known vendors? Why don’t
potholes get filled
in the blue premium
parking lot? Why
do business students have to pay
such high differential tuition? Why are textbooks
bought back for so little from the Campus Store?
Why is the athletics student fee so high? Why do
some professors require a textbook and never
use it? Why is customer service bad at the park-

The Lipstick Mystic (MCT)

Aries: March 21 - April 19
A moon opposition has you
reconsidering your options. If
you’re in a relationship, you’re
wondering if this person is
truly compatible with you. If
you’re single, you might be
thinking about moving to a
new location or taking a big
trip somewhere.
Taurus: April 20 - May 20
You’ll have all the answers
as the moon inspires you to
solve problems in a creative
way. If you and your sweetheart haven’t been getting
along, you could figure out
how to fix things and get
along much better. Trust your
instincts.

your power to charm, amaze,
and tantalize attractive strangers. Along the way you could
meet someone really special.
Capricorn: Dec. 22 - Jan.19
You could find yourself in
a position to offer some important advice to someone.
The moon is putting you in
a generous mood, and you’ll
want to help out. Maybe your
best friend is trying to sort out
his or her love life. Offer your
assistance.

Gemini: May 21 - June 21
Your friends could be pressuring you to join them in an
activity or they might want
to introduce you to someone who is suddenly single.
Although you’re set in your
ways lately, the moon is encouraging you to be open to
trying new things.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Someone is falling for you in
a big way, and you’re not even
noticing it. You’ve been pretty busy lately managing your
own life, and you don’t realize
that someone you’ve been
interacting with could be developing a huge crush on you.
Venus says pay attention.

Cancer: June 22 - July 22
You’ll have a good time reconnecting with an old friend
or revisiting a past romance
with someone. Neptune is
helping you figure out some
of the energy dynamics and
personality quirks that create
real chemistry between you
and this person.

Libra: Sept. 23 - Oct. 23
You could feel a sudden attraction to someone who isn’t
your usual type. Venus is creating some weird, odd reactions to people in your social
circle. You might be tempted
to become a stalker or make
an extremely personal confession to a relative stranger.
Don’t do it.

• A
 ll letters may be shortened,
edited or rejected for reasons
of good taste, redundancy or
volume of similar letters.
• N
 o anonymous letters will be
published. Writers must sign
all letters and include a phone
number or e-mail address as
well as a student identification

Scorpio: Oct. 24 - Nov. 2
You and your partner aren’t
seeing eye to eye just now.
Many of your differences
are coming to the surface.
The moon says you need to
remember that sometimes
those differences are what
make a relationship truly rewarding and powerful.
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
Playful Venus is making you
super flirtatious. You’ll want
to make sure that people notice you wherever you go.
You’ll do everything within

number (none of which is published). Letters will not be printed without this verification.
• L etters can be hand delivered
or mailed to The Statesman in
the TSC, Room 311, or can be
emailed to:
statesmaneditor@
aggiemail.usu.edu.

The page

Letters to
the editor

weeks. No matter what is
happening in your personal
or professional life, you’ll see
that you can keep improving.

Pisces: Feb. 19 - March 20
You know what you need to
do, but you might feel a little
nervous or afraid. Neptune
says just do the right thing
anyway. Maybe you need
to cut off ties to somebody
who has become toxic to you.
You’ll feel better after it’s over.
– Jennifer Shepherd, the Lipstick Mystic®, is an astrologer
and syndicated columnist
with over 2 million readers.
For mystical fun and psychic
insights visit www.lipstickmystic.com.
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Opinions on this page (columns,
letters) unless otherwise identified
are not from Utah Statesman staff,
but from a wide variety of members of the campus community
who have strong opinions, just like
you. This is an open forum. Want
to write something? Contact:
statesmaneditor@
aggiemail.usu.edu.
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“ Figuring
how to solve

your own problems is a skill
you’ll need.

”

The staff

4By Jennifer Shepherd

Virgo: Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
A bouncy new moon in
your sign is putting you in an
optimistic mood. You’ll feel
more comfortable in your
own skin than you have in

— Casey Saxton, a senior majoring in business administration and marketing, serves
as the student advocate vice
president for the USU Student Association. He
can be reached in TSC 340 or by email at studentadvocate@usu.edu. Follow Saxton on Twitter at
@AggieAdvocate.

It’s time to stop
calling mommy
to solve problems

Horoscope
forecast:
August 26

Leo: July 23 - Aug. 22
Don’t let other people control or dominate you. Saturn
is reminding you that you
should never let others push
you around, especially when
it comes to making major life
decisions. Avoid giving your
personal power away to control freaks or bullies.

ing office? Why do we water sidewalks rather
than grass in some areas of campus?
Those are just some questions I might ask this
year and work to get answers to. My goal at the end
of the day is simply to make
student life better at Utah
State. You can help. Please
send me questions or concerns via Twitter @AggieAdvocate, email at studentadvocate@usu.edu or drop a
suggestion in one of the five
small suggestion boxes located around campus.

Editorial Board:
Jeffrey Dahdah
Manda Perkins
Emily Duke
Noelle Johansen
Katherine Lambert
Logan Jones
Kalen Taylor
Mikayla Kapp
Kylee Larsen

Editor-in-Chief:
Mariah Noble
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Mostly sunny
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Thursday
Sunny

Friday
Mostly sunny

Tuesday, Aug. 26 Wednesday, Aug. 27
•
•
•
•

Nora Eccles Harrison Museum exhibit
‘Black Mountain College’ and ‘Relational
Forms’, display Enchanted Modernities
Peach taste testing in NDFS 209
CHASS Light on the Hill at 7:30 p.m.
Week of Welcome activities

•
•
•
•

Nora Eccles Harrison Museum exhibit
‘Black Mountain College’ and ‘Relational
Forms’, display Enchanted Modernities
USU Student Organic Farm fundraiser of
produce stand on TSC Patio
Group meditation at 3 p.m.
Week of Welcome activities

85/58

Saturday
Mostly sunny

Thursday, Aug. 28
•
•
•

Nora Eccles Harrison Museum exhibit
‘Black Mountain College’ and ‘Relational
Forms’, display Enchanted Modernities.
Peach taste testing in NDFS 209.
Week of Welcome activities

Cole Benson
CLBtwentyone@gmail.com

The Sudoku Source of “The Utah Statesman”.

prizesudoku.com

Play Sudoku and win prizes at:

Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.

utahstatesman.com/events

MONday
Blood Battle TSC Int’l Lounge | 9am – 3pm
Otter Pops with USUSA Officers TSC Patio | 1pm
Bounce Houses Quad | 1:30pm – 5pm

Tuesday
Blood Battle

TSC Int’l Lounge | 9am – 3pm

High Stakes Bingo

TSC Ballroom | 7pm & 9pm

Wednesday
Blood Battle

TSC Int’l Lounge | 9am – 3pm

Day on the Quad
Housing BBQ

10:30am – 2:30pm

Central Campus Lawn | 5–6:30pm

Movie on the Quad

Divergent | 8:30pm

Thursday
Blood Battle

TSC Int’l Lounge | 9am – 3pm

The Downtown Fiction Concert
Amphitheater | 7pm

Friday
Blood Battle TSC Int’l Lounge | 9am – 3pm
‘80s Dance TSC Ballroom | 9pm – Midnight

saturday
The Sportsman’s Navy Seal Fitness Challenge
HPER|12pm – 3pm

Poetry & A Beverage

TSC Lounges | 7pm – 9pm
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